weather patterns, iat can affect our health and well-being. The present 

| climate change may be partly due to natural causes and partly due to 

| greenhouse gases from fuel combustion, which build up in our atmosphere, 

| trap heat, and cause the planet to get warmer. The extent of climate 
change and its effects will differ across the country, as some parts, 
including the / Arctic, will warm more or warm faster than others. The warmer 
Climatgambeoring with it more variable and more exireme weather patterns, 
sughPES, Bic GPW VERO! severe cold, storms, droughts and floods. 
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Mur climate is changing and we are experiencing more extreme 
| 
| 


J cientists have a good understanding of the physical factors that 
influence our climate. For example, we eaten that motor vehicle exhaust 
and other emissions from burning fuels contribute to the warming of the 
globe. What we need now is a better understanding of how a warmer earth 


will affect our health and well-being, and how we can adapt to the 


changes in the climate which we are already experi iencing. Efforts by the 
various levels of government and by the private sector are already 
underway fo conserve energy and fo li jai and reduce emissions of 
greenhouse gases that cause climate change. aren this will | help in the 
future, impacts from climate change and its more’extreme weather 
patterns are being felf already in some parts of Canada. 
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| f warmer climate and its more extreme weather can bring about 

| anincrease in illnesses such as asthma and allergies, respiratory and 
cardiovascular stress—especially in people who are not in good health, 
who work outdoors or in hot environments, in the elderly, and in the young. 
We need to beiter understand how climate change can affect us, and how 
we can best manage the risks to our health and well-being which can result 
from a changing climate. 
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JAtealth Cana da is the federal agency responsible for safeguarding 


and a ee [he pes! ical, mental and social health of Canadians. Its 
Climate Change and Health Office facilitates the research needed to 
produce pout publi c healt ‘policies to help cope with the effects of 
climate change. The Climate Change and Health Office works with all levels 
of government, with researchers and policy makers, and with private sector 
elle, community organizations to integrate health considerations into 
esearch and educational activities and into health policies related to 
climat change. One of its priorities is to leo the development of the 
esearch agenda on climate oil ge and human health and well-being. The 
ie also fosters the development of national policies for assessing, 
managing and communicating the health risks associated with a changing 
climate. 
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development of health research, and of sound national health policies and 
health action plans. It achieves this by working with other agencies and 
feseqreners, DY Improving Gceess toresearch resulis, and bysharing ooliey, 
developments on climate change. In addition to hosting conferences and 
ings to facilitate Cooperation amongst researchers and policy makers, 
ffice serves as a clearing house for information on research funding 
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iF Ly bringing together researchers, policy analysts and Buus health 
zanons,1ne.Climate Chonge and Health Office Encourages ihe 


the health impacts of climate change. 
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